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we can make exercising our dogs in our cities and 
countryside safer while also protecting our wildlife 
and natural environment.

while on a recent visit to the United kingdom, I 
was impressed to discover a nation of dog lovers. 
Dogs are often out and about with their owners – on 
trains, in buses, in pubs, in shops, on holiday, and 
even visiting major tourist sites.

many of these owners would never consider going 
out without their four-legged canine friend.

while new Zealand may not yet welcome all dogs 
on trains and buses, inside pubs and shops, we do 
have some wonderful countryside and public city 
parks and dedicated spaces where we can take 
them. It is up to us to use these areas responsibly – 
to think of others, make sure our wildlife is safe from 
harassment, protect the environment and above all 
keep our dogs safe and happy. 

Getting out with your dog is good for you, too. It 
helps you create a deeper bond with your dog while 
getting some healthy exercise at the same time.

The following guide and tips will help you find 
safe ways to enjoy your dog whether in public parks, 
beaches or visiting the countryside. a good, well-
behaved dog is a joy to everyone – so let them see 
the best in your dog.

The good 
dog guide

t
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•	 Respect the environment: never allow your dog to run 
around areas with rare flora and fauna.

•	 Never allow your dog to chase ducks or other 
wildlife: this may cause wildlife distress and injury. It 
may also result in your dog becoming lost or injured if it 
runs across a road while in pursuit.

•	 Restrain your dog around low-nesting birds: a 
sniffing dog may disturb ground nesting birds or scare 
and separate young birds from their nest and parents

•	 Respect working farmland: if a track takes you 
through paddocks with gates, remember to close them 
securely behind you.  

•	 Always	keep	your	dog	on	a	lead	if	you	are	walking	
through or by paddocks with grazing stock and 
especially if it is lambing season. (Better still, stay 
away until lambing is finished.)

•	 Never	allow	your	dog	to	run	free	through	a	mob	
of sheep or cattle. It won’t impress the farmer 
and may see your beloved pet being destroyed 
on sight.

•	 Respect	all	signs	or	notices	posted	by	farmers	
regarding dogs.

•	 Be	aware	of	large	farm	animals.	Horses	can	
deliver a fatal blow to the head while cattle may 
chase, charge and scare your dog. This may 
cause your dog to retaliate by trying to bite the 
larger animal and further endanger its life.

•	 Always pick up your dog’s poos: take plenty of 
doggy-poo bags with you (recycled bread bags are 
handy) and responsibly dispose in the special waste 
bins provided or take it home to your own rubbish bin.  

Good dog town and country etiquette

•	 Always take a lead: if in doubt about your dog’s 
behaviour with other dogs, animals and people, keep   
it on a lead. 

•	 Register, microchip and collar your dog: a 
registration tag on your dog’s collar and a microchip 
will help you reunite with your dog quickly should you 
become separated.

•	 Worm and vaccinate: make sure all your dog’s 
worming and vaccination programmes are up to date 
before taking it out and about.

•	 Train your dog: teach your dog simple commands 
such as to come when called, walk, sit and wait.

•	 Consider other people: never allow your dog to rush 
up to people, especially young children and the elderly. 
not everyone is as madly in love with your dog as you 
are. an overfriendly dog may terrify a young child or 
knock over an elderly person.

•	 Muzzle your dog: if in doubt about your dog’s 
likelihood of being aggressive and biting, or if it is in  
the “dangerous breed” category, slip a muzzle on it.

•	 Take your dog’s favourite toy: plan on making the 
outing a fun day for both you and your dog.

•	 Keep your dog with you: a dog that can’t see its 
owner can quickly become distressed and could be     
a target for a dog thief.

•	 Respect official signs and noticeboards: read and 
obey any signs regarding dogs and dog by-laws – they 
are	there	for	a	reason.	Respect	all	signs	asking	you	to	
restrain your dog around wildlife and designated wildlife 
areas. In fact, make sure your dog is kept on a lead or 
well away from wildlife sanctuaries.

Good dog park etiquette

a dog park is a facility set aside for dogs to exercise and play off-leash in a 
controlled environment under the supervision of their owners. The key words 
are “under the supervision of their owners”.

It is up to you to keep control of your dog in the park at all times. while a 
dog park is a great way to meet and chat to other owners, it shouldn’t be at 
the expense of your dog.

The following tips will help make it a fun and interactive time for you both:
•	 Take	your	dog	for	a	30-minute	walk	before	you	enter	the	park.
•	 Be	certain	that	your	dog	will	come	when	called	and	is	well-socialised.
•	 It	is	recommended	that	you	allow	your	dog	to	run	unleashed	in	the	park	as	

a leashed dog may become frightened and/or aggressive if it doesn’t have 
the freedom to move away from other dogs.

•	 Be	wary	of	feeding	treats	to	your	dog	while	in	the	company	of	others	as	it	
may cause jealousy and fights. Do not, under any circumstances, feed your 
dog’s treats to other dogs.

•	 If	your	dog	is	not	well	or	has	injuries,	keep	it	away	from	the	park.
•	 Keep	a	close	eye	on	your	dog	and	if	it	becomes	aggressive	toward	other	

dogs, put it on a leash and remove it from the park immediately.
•	 Pick	up	your	dog’s	poos	and	dispose	of	them	in	the	bins	supplied.

If your dog goes missing

•	 Don’t	panic.
•	 Retrace	your	steps	and	

repeatedly call your dog’s 
name.

•	 Stay	as	long	as	you	can	in	the	
area where it went missing.

•	 When	you	get	home,	
immediately call the pound or 
dog control.

•	 Contact	your	local	SPCA.
•	 Check	with	the	local	vet	in	the	

area where your dog was lost
•	 List	your	dog,	with	all	its	details	

and a photo, on the Trade me 
and	Pets	on	the	Net	websites.

•	 Print	off	flyers	and	leaflets.	
Post	them	in	shop	windows	
or deliver them in mail boxes 
close to the area your dog went 
missing – ask people to help 
you find your dog.

•	 Put	“lost”	ads	in	the	local	
newspaper.

•	 Above	all,	never	give	up	–	your	
dog will be distressed and 
missing you, too.

Travel safely with your dog

•	 Use	a	harness,	cage	or	dog	
guard to keep your dog from 
distracting the driver.

•	 Keep	your	window	wound	up	
enough so that your dog can’t 
jump out of the moving vehicle 
and become seriously injured, 
and wound down enough to 
allow fresh air to blow in.

•	 Take	a	bottle	of	fresh	water	and	
a bowl with you.

•	 Stop	regularly,	if	on	a	long	drive,	
to let your dog stretch its legs, 
toilet and drink – keep it safe on 
a lead well away from traffic. 

•	 Never	leave	your	dog	
unattended in a car – a hot day 
can quickly turn your car into an 
oven with soaring temperatures 
that will quickly kill. 

•	 If	your	dog	can’t	go	with	
you when you reach your 
destination, then leave it at 
home.    


