
ANIMALS’ VOICE   4140   ANIMALS’ VOICE

By Fiona Maddison

as dawn sheds its light on a new day, a small dog runs 
for its life down the middle of a deserted road. 

It’s a long-haired chihuahua. It’s lost and it’s terrified. 
It’s a survivor of the Christchurch earthquake.

Luckily, a police officer is in his patrol car checking the 
extent of the earthquake damage. He manages to catch 
the bewildered little dog.

He’d like to take it home. It’s a sweet wee thing but it’s 
shaking with fear. Getting the dog into safe, caring hands 
and then back to its owner is high on his mind.

He drives to sPCa Canterbury in wilmers Rd, Hornby, 
and delivers the chihuahua into the society’s hands. 

Remarkably, sPCa Canterbury’s animal Centre has 
come through the earthquake unscathed. and while the 
animals in its care are shaken and stirred beyond their 
understanding, they are otherwise unharmed.

Less than a kilometre away, roads are buckled and 
covered in a fine layer of white silt, road signs are battered 
and houses split in half. The animal centre is lucky to have 
missed a direct hit.

aftershocks don’t deter sPCa Canterbury Manager 
Geoff sutton and a handful of staff who have collected 
at the centre since daylight. Getting the animals fed and 
comforted is paramount. There’s no guarantee that any 

volunteers will be able to make it to the centre but three 
brave souls do eventually turn up to do what they can.

By mid-morning, a state of emergency has been 
declared. Christchurch has just experienced a disaster 
that is beyond its inhabitants’ belief.

with hundreds of terrified and displaced animals, the 
work of sPCa Canterbury has only just begun.

Over the next few weeks, as the immensity of the 
earthquake unfolds, the animal centre is inundated with 
calls from traumatised and anxious owners looking for 
lost pets. It soon becomes apparent that dogs and cats 
have suffered the most.

Be prepared in case
a disaster strikes

we HeaR about disasters happening overseas 
and never think they will happen to us. But the 
Christchurch earthquake is a timely reminder that 
a catastrophe can strike at any moment.

we are told by Civil defence that we must be 
prepared. we must put aside food and water just 
in case. we must have a torch and a radio.

But what about our animals? How many of us 
have a pet disaster survival kit put aside just in 
case? The Christchurch quake is evidence that we 
should have an action plan in place.

Follow this preparation plan to ensure your 
animal is safe in the event of a disaster:

1 Create a pet disaster survival kit (see what 
to include next page). Make sure it’s easy to 
access and, if time permits, take it with you    
if you have to leave your property.

2 Include pet food in the survival kit and 
remember when working out how much  
water you need for your family to include 
enough for your pet.

3 Make sure your pet has up-to-date 
identification so you can be reunited if you 
get separated. Microchipping is one of the 
best forms of identification. This can be done 
through your local vet. Make sure your pet’s 
microchip is registered, with current details, 
on an easily accessible database. The sPCa 
strongly recommends the new Zealand 
Companion animal Register. This will give you 
and your pet a greater chance to be reunited.

4 If you must leave your home quickly, collect 
your pet, cover it with a towel or blanket or 
put it in a pet carrier (if the pet is small) or on 
a lead (if it’s large). Leave toys and bedding 
behind. Urgency and safety are paramount.

5 If leaving isn’t possible, keep your pets close 
to you. don’t let it crawl under beds because 
in an earthquake it may be crushed. For your 
safety, as your pet may be terrified, cover and 
wrap it in a towel or blanket.

6 after the crisis has passed, comfort your pet 
with words of encouragement and lots of 
cuddles. If you have to leave your house, take 
your pet with you. You may not be able to 
return to your property for several days and 
your pet can’t survive without you.

See next page for more disaster hints.

Acting Sergeant Gary 
Hancock with earthquake 

runaway Bailey and the little 
chihuahua’s owner Maree Gee.

Earthquake
emergency
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The sPCa’s involvement in the Christchurch earthquake 
was guided, in the first instance, under the direction of 
Canterbury Civil defence. Getting important information on 
to the website www.spcacanterbury.org.nz was paramount 
to provide pet owners with essential details about what to do 
and where to go with their pets.

For the month of september, subsequent to the quake, 
just a little under 500 animals (compared to 90 in 2009) were 
registered lost on the sPCa Track-a-Pet register. More than 

EMERGENCY CONTACT LIST
Local SPCA Ph
Other pet rescue centres Ph
 Ph
Neighbour Ph
Pet buddy* Ph
Veterinarian Ph
Kennels/boarding facility Ph
Cattery/boarding facility Ph
Hotel/motel (that allow pets) Ph
Civil Defence Ph
Local council Ph
Pet supply and food store Ph
Pet groomer Ph

* A pet buddy is a person who is familiar with handling your pets

Here’s a list of things you should 
include in a pet survival kit:

• emergency contact list (see an 
example at right) for your local 
authorities, sPCa, vet and animal 
rescue centres, etc.

• Carry boxes for transporting your 
animals.

• Vaccination and veterinary records, 
and photographs of your animals 
(preferably taken with the family to 
assist in identification).

• ample blankets and/or bedding 
and familiar toys or treats.

• Bottled water, bowls (preferably 
non-spill), food (preferably dry food) 
and plastic bags/paper towels.

• Collar and large name tag, to 
include the animal’s name, address 
and telephone numbers (both 
landline and mobile).

• a first aid kit for animals. Ideally, 
this would include first aid cream 
or antibiotic (such as neosporin), 
absorbent cotton (to assist in 
stopping bleeding), adhesive tape 
for bandages, gauze bandage 
rolls for bandaging (can also be 
used as a muzzle), iodine solution 
(dilute with water to prevent 
stinging), gauze pads (can be used 
as compresses), sharp scissors, 
tweezers (to remove ticks, thorns 
and splinters), cotton swabs (to 
clean ears and to apply ointments) 
and a basic animal first aid book.

400 of those reported lost were cats. amazingly, in the weeks 
following the earthquake, even as long as five weeks, some 
cats were still managing to find their way back home. The 
sPCa also reported many happy reunions at its animal centre.

The support from around the country was outstanding 
and humbling. sPCa Canterbury wishes to thank the people 
and businesses of new Zealand for their generous donations 
of pet food, supplies and money to the Pet emergency 
earthquake Fund.

Companion Animals 
in Emergencies

How to prepare a safety 
plan to protect your animals 
when disaster strikes.

Create your own pet disaster survival kit



It is recommended that an “Animals Inside” sticker (available from 
your local SPCA) be permanently displayed on your house to alert 
emergency rescue workers and firefighters that animals live on your 
property – this could save their lives. And a very helpful “Companion 
Animals In Emergencies” booklet is available from SPCA Auckland. 
To obtain a copy, email info@spca.org.nz or phone 09 256 7300.


