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Animals 
and us

What is it about animals that light up our faces or make our hearts quicken? is it their 
cuteness, their ability to make us happy, their absolute faith in us to provide and care for 
them or is it their innate capacity to love us unconditionally?

Whatever the reason, millions of New Zealanders experience the joy of interacting with 
animals daily, whether it’s a means of livelihood or for work, play or companionship. For 
many, their lives revolve around animals and they could not imagine a life without them.

in this busy world, animals hold a firm place in our hearts and lives – be it helping 
us to heal, learn about life and death, understand responsibility or, most importantly, 
understand the enjoyment of giving and receiving love. 

Fiona Maddison asked New Zealanders from around the country to tell us what they 
love about animals and what animals bring to their lives ... t

t

‘animals give you 
so much back. they 

can be more understanding 
than some people we 

have met.’
RANDOM QUOTE
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“I’ve always admired it – the flawlessness and sufficiency 
of it,” says Joe. “I find animals beautiful in a way that I don’t 
always find human beings beautiful.

“There is a simplicity about them, an honesty of purpose, 
a lack of worry and contention that I value.”

Animals have been a part of Joe’s life since he was four, 
when his father brought home a little pup called Rebel. 

Since then Joe has had a menagerie of animals including 
goats, chickens, a cat and even Brian the rooster. But 
dogs have featured the most in Joe’s life and his current 
companion is a dog called Blue.

Blue lives inside with Joe, often choosing to sleep under 
his bed.

“I don’t do outside dogs. What’s the point of having them? 

Joe with Blue.

Columnist and author Joe Bennett has great regard for the animal kingdom.

If they’re a pet, then bring them inside or don’t have a dog.”
Joe also doesn’t believe in dressing up animals like 

humans. “It’s a betrayal in my mind. A dog is a dog – it’s his 
dog-ness that I value, not his approximation to humans.”

For Joe, life without Blue would “feel a bit empty”. He 
enjoys Blue’s companionship and the fact that he reminds 
him about the “stuff that matters”.

“When something interesting is going on, Blue enjoys 
taking part, and when it’s not, he sleeps – he’s very wise. 
When he goes to bed at night, he doesn’t worry if there is any 
food for tomorrow – he just trusts. He owns nothing except a 
collar and he would much rather not own that. When things 
are not going right, Blue will drop his tug toy at my feet.

“Animals keep you grounded.”

Animals are an integral part of Elsha Burns’ way of life.
Elsha breeds Leonberger dogs, miniature horses and Boer goats on her 

seven-hectare lifestyle farm, as well as a few sheep and cattle. 
She currently has 10 dogs and three cats. “They all come inside, although 

not at the same time.”
Her latest addition is a young magpie, Khan, who she found in the middle 

of a road.
There’s always fur (and now feathers) “for Africa” in her home but as she 

says of the Biblical quote “Where’s there’s no ox, the stall stays clean”, who 
wants a clean stall?

Living off the land is part of Elsha’s lifestyle and that includes breeding for 
the freezer. “I like to raise my sheep and cattle naturally, so I know what we’re 
eating. I give them a good life while they’re here and feel sad when they go, 
but that’s all part of life.”

Elsha has a huge bond with her dogs and adores breeding from them with 
just one or two litters a year. “I get puppy withdrawal symptoms when they go 
to new homes, but I enjoy seeing people so happy with their new puppy.”

Income from breeding and selling livestock also helps support her other 
animals with food and healthcare.

She believes animals are more honest than humans and that their souls are 
not as tainted.

“Animals don’t care; they just take you for who you are. They teach you 
patience, endurance and tolerance. Life would be boring without them.”

Elsha with Khan.
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Vet Direct
Dog Shampoo 500ml

Everyday shampoo for your pooch! 
Soothes itching and deodorizes! 

$4.99
EACH

Shires Waterproof Dog Coat
Waterproof, breathable outer with warm 

padded inner and nylon lining. Front and belly 
adjustable touch close fastenings ensure 

perfect fit. Reflective flash on both rear sides. 
Navy/Blue, Black/Green

 Lime or Pink spot.
XXS to XXL

$39.99
EACH

Horsemen’s Pride Jolly Bone
Made from a super pliable material guaranteed to keep your dogs 
tail wagging! The ridges on the ends of the bone give your dog the 
feeling that they are chewing through
the toy while massaging his gums. $19.99

EACH

Rufz Metallic 
Dog Collar
Dazzle your dog 
with this metallic 
collar with bling 
buckle. Blue, Silver 
or Pink. Sizes 28cm 
to 65cm

$8.99
EACH

Ride more, pay less!

For more information call 
0508 467 734  or visit us online at 
www.saddlerywarehouse.co.nz

13 Stores Nationwide
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Semi-retired veterinarian, author 
and animal sculpture artist David 
Marshall is an avid animal fan.

David grew up in a pet-orientated family with 
bantams, rabbits and a dog, sometimes even 
sneaking the rabbits to school in his jersey. At 
the tender age of 10, he decided he wanted to 
be a vet and has never looked back.

David’s life-long love of animals led him 
to write a book called Shaggy Dog & Other 
Stories about his veterinary experiences, and 
also to become a respected sculptural artist, 
creating the famous bronze corgis on display 
in Christchurch’s High St.

Currently at home on David’s lifestyle block 
are 14 sheep (all named), three dogs, a parrot, 
a cat called Old Tom and two new kittens – 
recent gifts from his grandchildren. 

“They’re like humans to us. They make 
you feel warm when you see them and 
they’re what we talk about the most – our 
conversations are mostly about animals.”

For David, animals bring “real respect and 
affection to our lives”. He enjoys watching 
the telepathy that goes on between the 
animals and also their interaction with 
humans and says they have an ability to 
read each other’s bodies.

“I’m sure they love us – you can see the 
relationship grow – it goes both ways just 
like a human-to-human relationship.

“I really couldn’t live in a house without 
animals. We’d rather die here than shift 
if it meant we couldn’t have the animals 
we wanted.”

Eight-year-old Grace Lockington loves animals.
So much so that while travelling the world with her family, 

Grace began to miss her animals back home in Canada. 
“I was so excited when my dad found a housesit for our 

family in New Zealand that had a dog, cat, bird and chickens 
to take care of.”

Back home in British Columbia, Grace spends most days 
at her grandpa’s dairy farm and likes to play with the farm 
dogs and her two kittens, Olaf and Anna. She also has a beta 
fish named Bubbles and tells it stories after school.

Horses are Grace’s favourite animals – she loves riding and 
takes weekly lessons.

“All of my best memories include animals,” she says. “I love 
cuddling them and taking care of them. An animal can be a 
great friend to you. They are very understanding and loving.

“I also love that animals can give us milk for ice cream and 
eggs for breakfast.”

Grace wants animals to be part of her life every day forever 
and plans to become a vet – learning about different animals 
and saving their lives.

“Animals have taught me the importance of taking care of 
and being kind to each other. I like to take care of animals and 
they can take care of me, too.”

Grace has also learned that animals are the same in every 
country: “They just want your love, attention and friendship, 
and then they will be happy.”

Recently retired from Auckland City Mission, Dame Diane 
Robertson says life without animals would be a huge void.

Two-year-old black Russian terrier Zoya is Diane and husband 
Wilf’s constant companion, whether it be on walks at the beach 
or, until recently, in Diane’s workplace at the City Mission.

“You never feel lonely in the presence of a dog. Zoya is 
very social. She likes people, babies and children. She gets 
us out walking.”

At work, Zoya was a bit of a celebrity, often featuring on 
TV when Diane was being interviewed and, most importantly, 
providing a pleasant and calming distraction to people in the 
workplace. 

“I was amazed at the impact she had at work. People 
would stop for a pat and a little talk. She really was a good 
therapy dog.” 

Diane has known the joys of having animals for most of her 
life and has passed that passion on to her family. 

“We had horses, goats, sheep, cats, dogs and geese. It’s 
good for children as it teaches them a sense of responsibility. It 
also teaches them about caring for others, about death and loss 
– important life lessons.”  

Diane believes animals have amazing characteristics and 
traits that humans could do with more of. 

“They teach patience, being there for somebody and about 
being non-judgmental. They’re very giving and loving.”

David with Lola.

Grace with Marlo.

t

Diane with Zoya.

‘all animals become 
part of your family 

very quickly and take 
a piece of your heart 

when they pass.’
RANDOM QUOTE
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New Zealand fashion designer Annah Stretton 
loves her two boxers, Olive and Gracie, but 
acknowledges that two large dogs on the bed 
never equates to a good night’s sleep.

Annah’s passion for animals started as a child when she 
grew up with all sorts of animals.

Dogs were her mother’s particular love – “my mum was a 
big dog person”.

Annah says she loves the way animals show loyalty, 
companionship and their non-judgemental approach.

“They are the balancing fulcrum in my life. I can’t imagine 
a day without them in it. They fill my heart up and don’t really 
even have to try.” 

Family and working life fit around the needs of her dogs.
“They go to doggie daycare three days a week. They go 

most places with us. The only thing they don’t do is travel 
internationally.” 

Annah loves the emotional connection with her dogs and 
“the way they go nuts even if we’ve been away for only one 
hour”.

“Animals add so much by just being in the space. There is 
something very special about the connection to them – a love 
and a trust of them.” 

She believes that animals are a reflection of the 
environments they are nurtured in: “There are no bad animals, 
just bad owners.”

‘Many of our cows 
have names; some even 

enjoy cuddles. Our horses 
eat better than we do and 

our dogs are our best 
friends.’

RANDOM QUOTE

Pets on the Net founder Kim Buchanan doesn’t 
need an alarm clock to wake up each morning. 

Kim says her cat Snoopy “wakes us up before dawn 
with a claw on the nose or, if that doesn’t work, she knocks 
items off the dresser to get our attention”.

She also has a budgie, Lemon, who is her constant work 
companion. “She’s my feathered staff.”   

It was the loss of a pet 14 years ago that started what 
could now be described as Kim’s life purpose – to reunite 
lost pets with their owners through a nationwide database. 
Her life revolves around her Pets on the Net online service.

Kim finds her work rewarding and has a great 
understanding of the bonds between people and their pets. 

“When people lose their pets, it has a big knock-on 
effect. It can affect the whole family and even the other pets 
left behind.”

She also knows what it’s like to lose a pet through death. 
When her previous budgie died, she found the whole house 
had lost its colour: “Everything just seemed so dull.”

Kim believes that animals are “very grounding, and when 
you spend time with them, they reconnect you with nature”.  

For Kim, who spends seven days a week working online, 
animals bring her back into the real world again.

“Animals teach us not to worry, to be happy and live in 
the moment.”

Kim with Lemon.

Annah with Olive and Gracie.

t

Choose New Zealand’s number one  
flea and worm treatment for cats*

Your cat is family  
so they  

deserve the best.

 fleas    worms    mites

www.revolutionflea.co.nz

Zoetis New Zealand Limited. Tel: 0800 963 847; 
www.zoetis.co.nz. REVOLUTION is a registered 
trade mark of Zoetis Inc. or its subsidiaries.  
ACVM No. A7813, A7816 & A7817.  
*September 2015 MAT Baron data on file.
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And Fiona Maddison, author 
of this article, remembers ...

For most people, their love for animals began as a child 
– often passed on by a parent.

My own childhood reflects my mother’s love of animals. 
There were always cats and dogs – abandoned cats that 
found their way to our doorstep, and dogs taken on by 
older siblings but invariably left in my mother’s care.

My mum was always the first person I rang, as an 
adult, when a cat, dog, goat or bird had died. She 
understood the love and pain that came with having pets.

After my father died many years ago, several cats 
became Mum’s constant companions. Her last cat, 
Possum, arrived on the scene after another much-loved 
cat was put to sleep.

Possum was skinny, hungry and homeless. Mum took 
her in and soon discovered that the cat was about to 
have kittens. Mum was in her late 80s.

Possum came into my mother’s life when she needed 
her most – she didn’t enjoy being without a cat for 
company.

After the arrival of Possum, Mum’s outlook brightened 
– after all, this skinny little cat had captured her heart 
and given her a reason to get up each day. The strong 
bond that formed was created through dependence and 
love. They needed each other. 

With Possum by her side, my mother stayed in her 
own home until she passed away aged 92. Fiona’s mother Merle with Possum.

Cats have been a constant part of Vicki’s life and her latest 
feline addition is an abandoned kitten called Nelly. But cats 
are not her only passion – she also has 30 pet eels.

“It’s always a talking point when we have garden tours. 
The eels come up to the jetty to be fed.” They are even tame 
enough for Vicki’s young grandchildren to handle.

Vicki enjoys seeing animals being able to act naturally, 
whether it’s in a pond or a paddock.

“I get great pleasure in watching animals; it’s quite 
therapeutic. There’s nothing nicer than seeing calves feeding 

Having a special bond with her dog Chief is more 
than just animal-human friendship for author and 
pet sitter Chris Baldwin – it’s spiritual.

It was because of this unique connection with Chief that 
Chris began to write and illustrate stories about him.

She believes that animals come into our lives for a 
reason and not by chance. Chris says that we may not 
understand what the reason is at the time but sometimes 
we are blessed to find out. Animals have come into her life 
at times when she has needed them most.

“The role they play in people’s lives is way bigger than 
any of us realise. Humans are arrogant about animals. Not 
only are animals intellectually on par with us, they actually 
surpass us in compassion and wisdom. They can read 
our emotional state and are way more evolved than us.”

For Chris, life revolves around Chief: “We are 
inseparable. If Chief is not invited, then I’m not interested. 
I won’t go anywhere without him.” 

Chris has been collecting and recording what she calls 
“chief profundities”, little things that her dog reminds her 
about life such as treating everyone the same.

“Chief treats everybody the same. He doesn’t care 
about their sex, race, colour or religion. He just accepts 
them as they are.”

off their mums or lambs jumping around the paddock.”
Calves are a favourite, but she doesn’t like to get too 

attached. Living on a farm means eating homegrown meat 
and Vicki says she can’t eat animals that have been pets.

“I’ve lived on a farm for many years, but I remove myself 
from a lot of the reality of it and admire those who can do 
what I cannot do to provide the food on our table.”

Vicki believes that good farming practice is necessary and 
she can’t abide cruelty of any sort: “It’s how you treat them – 
it reflects in what you get back in return.”

Chris with Chief.

Farming has been a part of Vicki Collett’s life right from an early age when her parents had a piggery and milked 
up to 70 cows. A house dog, pet lambs, wild kittens and horses were all part of growing up in the country.

‘a clean house 
or kitten footprints? 

i know what 
i prefer ...’

RANDOM QUOTE

Vicki with her granddaughter 
Madisson beside the eel pond.

Our Pet Memorial Garden is 
a place of unique beauty and 
tranquillity and a fitting resting 
place to remember a loved and 
cherished pet.

You may purchase a plaque to be 
placed on the memorial wall in 
the name of a loved pet. Ashes 
may also be interred in the garden 
close to the wall.

Fees: Memorial plaque and 
interments $350 inc. This also 
includes a year’s free membership 
to the garden which gives you 
access to the garden 364 days of 
the year and other benefits.

Visit Eden Garden
Come and share with us the uniqueness of this special 
place and explore the 5.5 acres of garden, waterfalls, 
lookouts and native birds.

The garden offers 
something different every 
season which never fails to 
disappoint.

eden Garden is a unique 
international award-winning 
garden which was created 
more than 50 years ago in 
an abandoned quarry and is 
a listed garden with the new 
Zealand Gardens Trust.

The garden is controlled 
and managed by The eden 
Garden society Inc., a non-
profit society.

The garden was established 
in 1964 and to this day 
contains one of the largest collections of camellias and 
vireyas in the southern hemisphere as well as a diverse mix 
of plants including roses, perennials, rhododendron and 
native plants.

our café is a great place to take time out of your day and 
enjoy your coffee or tea in a relaxed garden atmosphere just 
10 minutes from the CBd.

For more information, go to www.edengarden.co.nz.

eDeN GARDeN PeT 
MeMORIAL WALL

24 Omana Ave, epsom, Auckland
Ph: 09 638 8395

email eden@edengarden.co.nz
www.edengarden.co.nz


